APES   AND   MONKEYS

ignorant of the fact that nearly all the grivet
which are kept in captivity are far from full-grown,
what appears as mischievousness is merely exuberance of
spirit and playfulness, and that their destructiveness comes
under the same category as the destructiveness of puppies.
I have known cases when grivets which had taken to
stealing eggs or killing young pigeons or chickens, were at
once ruthlessly shot by their master; yet if, instead of
executing capital punishment, the latter had given them a
sound thrashing with a switch, he would have attained the
same object without incurring the omen of an action which
Leonardo da Vinci estimated as being tantamount to
homicide.

Grivet monkeys are quite as amenable to reason as dogs
are and, when once they attain years of wisdom, they give
up their escapades, just as fox-terriers, when they grow to
maturity, cease running after chickens and eating boots.

I have had in my possession an old female grivet monkey
who, as she was free to run about everywhere In the house,
was most careful not to break or upset anything, and moved
on a tabled covered with things as daintily as a cat!

A, E. Brehm, mentioned above, was an enthusiastic
admirer of the grivet, and took one with him when he
returned to Germany from the Sudan. This monkey,
whose name was Hassan, was once caught by Mrs. Brehm,
the naturalist's mother, in the act of stealing eggs, and the
old lady whipped him severely. On the following day
Hassan came toward her, cautiously carrying an intact egg
in his hand, deposited it at her feet, and retired, gurgling
with satisfaction. That same Hassan had, at the beginning
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